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MOJSIIVIBO, 


— THE MOTHER OF MOUNTAINS — 


Created, Written, and Illustrated by 
STAN SAKAI 


Introduction by 
JoHN LANDIS 


Dark HoRSE Books” 


USAGI УОЛМВО 
Introduction 


I grew up in West Los Angeles, California. As a kid, 
I could take a bus all the way from Sepulveda down 
Wilshire Boulevard to La Brea Avenue, where for 
many years there was a movie theater called the 
Toho La Brea. The Toho La Brea screened only Jap- 
anese films in their original versions, with English 
subtitles. There were Japanese-owned nurseries all 
over West L.A. then, and many of my schoolmates 
were Japanese-American. And it was those kids 
who introduced me to the Toho La Brea Theater 
and the Samurai movie! 


While most of the population of the United States 
was first introduced to Japanese cinema by the 
bastardized Godzilla, King of the Monsters, I had 
already seen the glories of Kurosawa and the 
magnificent Toshiro Mifune! 


So, many, many years later, when I was with my 
(then little) son Max at the legendary Golden Apple 
comic-book store on Melrose, my eye was naturally 
drawn to the colorful cover of a comic featuring 
what appeared to bea samurai rabbit! After leafing 
through just a few pages, Iwas hooked. Yojimbo is 
now not just the title of one of my favorite movies, 
but Usagi Yojimbo has become the title of one my 
favorite comics, too! 


IholdStanSakai right up there with Winsor McCay, 
Chester Gould, Art Spiegelman, Jack Davis, Wally 
Wood, Al Capp, Charles Schulz, Robert Crumb, 
Jules Feiffer, Will Eisner, and all the others who can 
move me and tell such wonderful stories with just 
drawings on the page. 


This collection of nine issues of Usagi Yojimbo in 
one volume tells the epic tale of two cousins and 
а lost mine. The evil Noriko can hold her place 
among the great villainesses—like Cruella de Ville, 
but with deadly martial arts skills! This whole 


saga reminds me again of how close the samurai 
stories are to our Westerns. If Italians can make 
Westerns in Spain, why can't Stan make realistic 
samurai tales about a brave and accomplished and 
honorable rabbit? Stan Sakai can, and he does! 


The similarities between comics and film are 
well known. Movie storyboards—illustrated shot 
lists—are just comics, after all. When a movie— 
or play or book or graphic novel or painting— 
succeeds, it's called "suspension of disbelief." 
Simply, you believe it. 


You're there. Stan's work does that. In some 
weird feudal Japan where these strange lizards 
run around and anthropomorphic warriors and 
peasants live, I lose myself entirely. 


I love this stuff! 
Jonn LANDIS 


Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Marcu, 2007 


Director John Landis and Stan Sakai. Photo by Sharon Sakai 
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WHAT'S WRONS WITH You? WE қ DID You SEE How 
CAN'T AFFORD TO SHARE OUR MEAL WITH WELL HE'S DRESSED АМ 
HIM! WE HAVE BARELY ENOUGH FOR HOW HANDSOME THAT 

SECONDS FOR OURSELVES 7 HORSE OF His 


\ 


A 
52 
СЗ A 


HA 
THAT PURSE OF HIS. 


IT WON'T 9 
BE. ادا‎ -- AFTER 1 
CHILD 
Ж ЕЕ ГАИ Ж 
à ლს 
EZ. 


ШИ 


ШОО Quz Ut 


| АН, YOUNG MASTER, 
COME IN, COME IN. OUR HOUSE IS 
; YOURS. 


WICKED, EVIL 
WOMAN £ 


MO Ти Я 
Ге 
m 


ya 
Фф | 


HOW DARE You Ч THAT'S ЕМОЦЕН! IF I. DID NOT HAVE. 
ME ON URGENT BUSINESS FOR LORD NORINUKL, 


PLACE THE BLAÍ 
MES ҮГ WAS ALL YOUR 
(ЕА! 


— < 
E 


HE'S ON 


LORD 
NORIVUKI'S BUSINESS. 
IT WOULO HANE. BEEN 


RGE ЇЕ NORIKO-SAN HAD NOT © 
THAT YOU TOOK MY US NOT TO KILL YOU, YOU'D 
EYE, RONIN. ALREADY, 


и LINE ЦР, You 
PATHETIC PIECES OF Ч 
FILTH! YOU'LL PUT IN 
RD DAY'S LABOR. 
РАМ! 


j] 


1 


PICK UP 
YOUR TOOLS AND 

GET TO 

WORK ! 


> 
PICK UP THE. BASKET, TOMOE.. 
YOU WILL LABOR IN THE MINE LIKE 
THE OTHER PEASANTS. 


PICK 
UP THE 
BASKET. 


PICK UP THE BASKET, COUSIN, 
OR I'LL KILL ANOTHER, THEN ANOTHER, 


THEN ANOTHER, UNTIL YOU 
COMPLY 


> 
PICK гт up! 
ро You WANT TO bo, 
BE RESPONSIBLE FoR , You?! 
ANOTHER DEATH? 


соса = у 
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5522) 


YEAH, IT'S 
NOT GOING то 


V DIO You 


NO. THERE 
SEE THE ARCHERS 


ARE AT 


IF NOTHING ELSE, 4 
NORIKO (5 EFFICIENT ` TURN ТО GET А | 
AT_WHAT SHE MASSAGE. SOMEONE'S 
DOES. COMING. 
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Ў ore DLL 
KILL YOU мет, 
ს RONIN. 


"^ WHERE 
\S THE GEISHU 
> N? 


WOMA 


NORIKO-SAV 
WANTS TO TALK 
то You 


Ма: 

= 
Л 
= لا‎ 


апана [puras 


наша 
Н, BUT £ ^N 
ARE ALWAYS WONT DRINK 
SECRETS-- FAMILY WITH THE 
SECRETS, 


LIKES OF 


You і 


хоц MISE YOU MERE. THAT 15 WHY X ALWAYS BEAT 
дуо OTIONAL FOR YOUR You DURING SWORD PRACTICE -- 

OWN воор, TOMOE. YOUR EMOTIONS OVERCAME 
YOUR SKILLS. 


= 


2013 


UE ia 
АЙ Д 


жы 


панда 


2 
2 
2 
72 
2 
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1 


IX 
E 


LI 


CUNT 


стт 
ЫС 


Е 


W ро You 


Р, THINK ABOUT 
EVER THINK OF > 


WHAT ARE. 
MINE CONSTANTLY-- | you TALKING 
MY REAL FATHER, ABOUT? L DON'T 
NOT THAT DOLT 


U 
А UNDERSTAND. 


AN ARRANGED MARRIAGE V А MARRIAGE. is N 
IS NOT_UNCOMMON. MY OWN OFTEN MORE ABOUT 
PARENTS HAD ONE. A POLITICS: THAN 

< > 9 


ТИЙ рр 
БШШ 
2 0 JN 


BUT LOVE CAN COMPLICATE А Hi VOLDER--"7 Ч 
UNION. MOTHER DETESTED THE B-BUT THAT WAS MY 
ONE SHE CALLED HUSBAND. SHE FATHER! 
LOVED ANOTHER, AND HE НЕР. 
LOVED HER. 


MY FATHER COULD NOT BEAR THE 


DID YOU EVER WONDER WHY, Al 
D, SIGHT OF MC, SO SENT ME ТО 


FIER. 
DIED, L SPENT 50 MUCH TIME 
WITH YOU ANO YOUR. FAMILY IN THE 
GEISHU PROVINCE? q 
„ШШ 


#6, то 


|| 


HE 
MY REAL. FATHER. 


OS 2 
= УАП 


[77 
“REAL. F-FATHER? 
BUT... BUT... THAT WOULO 
MEAN THAT ҮОЦ-- 
WE'RE. ... WE'RE... 


DO YOU KNOW WHAT IT'S LIKE. TO 
HAVE TWO FATHERS AND ве LINLONED 
BY BOTH? 


CC ელი 
COURSE NOT. 
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D 
DO YOU REMEMBER. 
HOW YOUR FATHER 
DIED? 


РТ HE-HE WAS AMBUSHED WHILE. 
RETURNING TO THE 2070 LATE ONE 
NIGHT. HE WAS STRUCK FROM BEHIND. 

НЕ SWORD NEVER EVEN LEFT ITS 
SCABBARD, 


6 AFTER YEARS ОҒ DENYING ME, I CONFRONTED 
HIM ONE LAST TIME. I. NEEDED HIM TO ACKNOWLEDSE 
ME AS His DAUGHTER. 


’ НЕ REFUSED МЕ. HE SAID 7 HE SAID HE ALREADY 
CLAIMING ME WOULD DISHONOR. HAD A DAUGHTER, THEN TURNED 
MY FA AS 4 TURNED AWAY, His BAC 


THER, AS WELL 
HIMSELF, 


IN 


ПИШ 


ES 


HOW COULD HE HAVE CAST ME ASIDE. HE DENIED ME BECAUSE. 
SO CASUALLY ۶ THAT WAS WHEN I OF YOU, AND І KILLED HIM 
STRUCK. І KILLED HIM, TOMOE. IT FOR. IT! 

WAS ME? I vio it! га 
له‎ : 


N 


~ 
теты 
SUN ET 


RUN 


IT WAS BECAUSE OF YOU ჯ 

THAT YOUR FATHER, DIED, TOMOE: 
DO YOU HEAR 2! IT WAS 
your AA А Your KıLLED 


CHUNKS 7; 


И е 


YOU HEARD ME-— TUNER 
A SET BACK TO YOUR | | 


DISGING/ 


NOR/KO-SAN ^ NORIKO 


о О SAN. 
I'VE FOUND IT! XIVC FOUND THE 
бого 


1 


AH... A VERY RICH 
YEIN, BY THE LOOKS 
OF IT! 


y “үр 
YES, THIS ს 
IS WORTH DIGGING 
OUT, « 


і ФООР WORK, TOMOE. YOU AND THE. 
RONIN HAYE. ONLY BEEN HERE А 
AND VO NOS 


RMM WHERE IS IT'S FROM THE BELLOWS, THEY FORCE FRESH AIR 
THAT DRAFT COMING INTO THE MINE SHAFT THROUGH THOSE BAMBOO 
FROM? P WOULDN'T WANT THE SLAVES 
FOCATE. IN HERE, WOULD YOU? 


HAT 
کا‎ SHE 
PLANNING 7 y 


ч 
(Т) нивву--, 
( соме ON OUT! STOP 
LOITERINO / 


WELL, IT WON'T 


MATTER TOMORROW, 
ANYWAY. 


En YOU SAID, LORD SANADA IS A 
UPPORTER OF LORD EY WHOSE. 
AMATON \© ТО ТАКЕ CONTROL OF 
OUR COUNTRY, THEY Wit. FIND 
SOME WAY TO CREATE A 
BORDER DISPUTE. 


BUT WE'VE N 


JUST DISCOVERED 


Lose 0 
AGAIN 7 


EVENTU AU na RESION WILL 


BE ue акі LORD ФАМАРА. THEN 
HE CAN AMINE: GOLD IN 


SURELY THE SYOSUN 
WILL NOT TURN 
AGAINST THE GEISHU 
CLAN 7 


THE SHOGUN S PEACE 15 STILL NEW, AND LORD 
неще POWER © GREAT. THE SHOGL/N WOULD вото 


REMOTE. , INCONSEQUENTIAL Al 
WHAT WOULO IT MATTER IF SANADA OR THE. 
GEISHU CONTROLLED IT? 


OUT OF THESE 
MOUNTAI WILL 
LORD 


BE ADDED TO 
HIKISI'S WAR 
CHEST. 
AND WHEN THE EVIL LORD IT'S AN BUT 1 
COMES INTO POWER, THE. REMAINDER AUDACIOUS PLAN WHAT WILL 
OF THE GEISHU PROVINCE WILL BUT THE REWARDS ( HAPPEN TO THE 
ч BE GIVEN TO LORD ARE GREAT. LABORERS? 


SANADA. 


e 


(0) 


111 


> 
WELL, THAT MAKES 
OUR JOB OF GUARDING THE 


РУДУ. IT'S BEEN А 
QUARANTINED AREA THAT 
_ MUCH EASIER. 


WEEK SINCE ANYONE'S 
COME ALONG! 


m! 152) 


97:43:22 


AN 
V неу 


SOMEONE 15 
COMING! 


2722 


HURRY--/ вет А 
HORSE a ре AFTER 


I$» 
й 


I'M NOT GOING THROUGH 
THOSE GATES. HE'LL BE DEAD SOON 
ANYWAY. არეალი GOING AFTER 


D KIDS 


RE Your 
AUTHORIZATION? 


LOOK 
OUT! HE'S 
NG 


THROUGH ! 
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THERE'S A > 
ILLAGE. І HOPE І 5 
САМ FIND SOME TRACE 
CC TOMOE-SAN C 
THERE. 


ړود 
лэг: l‏ 
SS‏ 3 


DS 


EATEN 


ALL THE GEISHU 
DEAD ARE IN THE VILLAGE 
SQUARE... 


ЈЕ x 
| ай 5 e YANA 


ЖАДЫ ы” a 


ALMOST ALL THE 
«CC OF BLACK POWDER. 
ARE IN THE MINE, Y 


AND THE SLAVES Al 
RETURNING TO THEIR 
PENS. 


АТ SUNRISE ORDER THEM TO PLACE р WHAT OF THE 
THE REMAINDER OF THE KESS. SAMURAI? SURELY 
WE'LL BLOW UP THE MINE WITH THE THEY WON'T BE 

SLAVES STILL IN (T. 


NO, THAT WOULD BE TOO QUICK 
AND PAIN! WE WILL TAKE THEM THE RONIN. 


HE'S YOURS. 
GEISHU "COUSIN 


(> А 
ყუ 
це 


2 277 
d mueres “Ж 
A LIGHT 
AREAD. 
Q 


A SENTRY, 
BUT WHAT IS HE 
| GUARDING? 


2 


ISLADY 
TOMOE. DOWN 
THERE 


WHO 
7 


TR 
Ni ON ACERT FÍN 
NARA 


IT'S AN 


y 
Ё 
3 
8 
š 
ჭ 
8 
š 
а 


үлү = 
u = 


> 


IS 
SOMETHING 
WRONG? 


THERE IT WAS ¡PHEW!S 
IS NO ONE THERE, ) PROBABLY МҮ... E eo AN AY Sus 


NORIKO-SAN/ “ IMAGINATION 


DON'T HAVE 
TIME. TM SURE 
KILL US ALL 
RROW. 


THEN WE'LL 
HAVE TO MAKE A 
MOVE WHETHER WE'RE 
READY ое 
мог! 


Й 


MY INFORMATION 
BACK TO LORD 
NORIYUKI 7 


КЕ B © 


— 


> 


ag 


ЧИ чац 
m SEU 


ასს جات‎ 


SAS 


LADY ТОМОЕ--7 


| 


22227) SEI 53 


> 

« 

ГТ 
ж 


MOTOKAZU! АМ т. GLAD TO SEE I 
YOU! WHERE 6 THE REST OF LORD LEFT WITHOUT 
NORIYUKI'S ARMY 2 LORD NORINUKI'S 
PERMISSION. X 


THERE 15 


ЁОЛ 


OUT 


- 
S 
= 
CI 
CI 
= 
= 
== 


РЕ 
(22:325 


(И 


1 


CCCC WORK. NOW I Hey, 
WE HAVE TWO SETS OF z аве WAKE. 
up! 


| 


LI С 


72 


\ETLY_ WAKE BE PATIENT, YOU'LL 
THE OTHERS. WE'RE HANE TO STAY IN 
ALL GOING TO HERE JUST A LITTLE 
WHILE LONGER, BUT 
YOU'LL BE SAFI 
TOMORROW, 


Ad 


Ну 


ретро 


БА): 


STAY WITH Р МО, I. NEED YOU TO 
THE PRISONERS, I CAN STAY HERE AND KEEP 
MOTOKAZU. THE PRISONERS CALM, 
” AND HIDE THE UNCONSCIOUS ს GOING? 


GUARDS... AND MAKE 
SURE THEY STA A 


т THOUGHT You 
SAID YOU WERE GOING 
то LEAVE WITHOUT 


1 


š 
2 x = =) ' 
Ñu те 22 = км ი 


“ТЕРДЭИЕР-65 
НАНЕ МАМАМ 


NORIKO REALLY 


INTENT ON KILLING 
Lu 


ть I 
ALL vi 
THIS WILL END 
ти) TOMORROW. ام‎ 


۷ 


1 ( 
٨ 5 0 0 ў 2 
II Їр 
С. II ill 2 
დ М) Ч) 5 >> რ (а 
Q 6 0 ს ლა 
გ წ AN М 
ტ CK $ 2 
2 ЯР a МУ Є AN რა 
ТТ... 22 
27 
ГР арфе 


NUS 


МААХА 


ABANDONED 


Ва 
=> 


SAN WILL HAVE 


de 
წა 
+ 
ци 
> 


d 

区 

9r 
y 
T 


Г wen, 
THE PRISONERS 
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I'M HERE. 
ARE You ALL 
ISHT, TOMOE- 
ЗАМ? 


WHAT 15 Y 
KEEPING USAGI? 
HE SHOULD HAVE 


ЩИ, Б 


» LAM Р ҮЧЕ. THANK YOU, SAMURAI. т. 
BACK. Т. А THOUGHT WE WOULD ALL DIE 
HAD A LITTLE | THE ЕЗСА! 2 IN THERE. 4 


Y THE PERIMETER GUARDS ARE. 
STILL ALIVE. THERE IS VERY 
LITTLE CHANCE OF US ESCAPING 
COMPLETELY UNDETECTED. 


> Е ONLY 
WE HAD А 
DIVERSION TO 


\ KEEP THE GUARDS 
Sy OCCUPIED. 


دد 


THAT 15 THE 
BEST THAT WE 


PING THAT NORIKO 
ME AFTER THE TWO 
OF US-- AND IGNORE THE 
>> PEASANTS. 


DN 


I8 


ши жм I 
№ RE 97:14 1 
nakua ара и 4 


Ф 


JVAWN/Z L HATE 
NIGHT SENTRY DUTY. 
IL BE GLAD 


THIS COLD NIGHT 
TERRI 
WHEN 


THAT'S 
STRANGE. 


+ N, 77% 
= "AAA 
> 53% 


аха, 
THE 
AROUND тн ENS 
ARE м : 


ЭРХ 
xx 
BURNING 


СА! 
E 
от 


| NN 
& = ~, 
h- . SOMETHING 
а” WEIRD IS 
шет GOING ON DOWN 
1 دا‎ THERE! 
| н 


| 


e 


=p 
IT'S PRO! 
HIS IDEA 
JOKE. 


EAPON--A SWORD, А HO&-- 
7 WE OUTNUMBER THEM, BUT 
VE ALL GOT TO FIGHT OR WE 
WON'T GET AWAY ! 


YOUR. WAK/ZASH/ 15 TOO SHORT US WILL BE. < 
AGAINST SWORDS, MOTOKAZU! FIND A ‚ THÉ SAMURA, 
SPEAR, BUT STAY OUT OF THE DIVERSION. 
FIGHTING IF YOU CAN! SNE HIM 


აა 
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ЈЕ 


7 
hM WHAT'S IT'S THE SLAVES-- 
له‎ THEY'RE ESCAPING, 
حا‎ z NORIKO-SAN / 


N 

11 
0 
N 


TROD 
ШШ; 
9.1 N ყ 


QUT 
ალ! 
= 


> NOW 
та KILL ALL CI CC be 
YOU'RE BEHIND 


C Р 
YOU IC EVEN ONE OF 
L TH THIS, TOMOE! 


THEM GETS AWAY! 


STAY CLOSE 
А TO MY SIDE, 
МОТОКА2117 


ПА 
INN 
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, ОЧЕ-ЕХЕ, ARE 
DY TO TAKE YOUR 
REVENGE ?! 


m 
: 

и 
24 


THE GUARDS 


N | so 


RS, 


EHIND >, 
ES 3 


E-EyEe! 


ON! 


THE. OTH 


HIDING в 
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THE NV 
2 ИЛМ 
PEASANTS. Na Ms 
დ 0 
Nor 


77 E 7 
zu 


И дашск ) 
ОЄАТН (5 ТОО 
«222 FOR. You! 4 


SUCH 
CONFIDENCE, 
TOMOE, BUT 


MAKE suRE то | | 
DEAL WITH HIN | P 
AFTER د‎ SLAY 
you. 
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AD 
ANYWAY. | 
а“ 

N 
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I'LL сит 
MORE THAN YOUR 


HAIR! 


І HAVE SAID IT BEFORE, TOMOE-— 
мом ARE MUCH ТОО EMOTIONAL. You 
ALLOW YOUR ANGER ТО GET HE 
BETTER OF You. 


| 
{ , да“ 
47) А 


( 


· ТАМА на! 
| Añana! 


Na! 


HA! 


4 
Е 
Zo 
出 
三 
2 
u 
V 


= 


ს RES 


DON'T KILL 


Y 
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| т SHOULD HAVE TAKEN 
YOUR. НАМО WHEN I 


нео 
CHANCE, RONIN / 


IT SEEMS 

ERE 15 JUST 
ONE VIABLE OPTION 

LEFT TO ME. 


АМО 
PRAY WE DON'T 
GET COVERED BY AN 
AVALÁNCHE 4 


р SAMURAI-SAN! 
SAMURAI-SAN^ 


ди 
Dy 


N 


1 


N] 


) 


12 


THE GUARDS SAW THAT DEVIL- 
WOMAN DIE IN THE EXPLOSION / 
THEY'RE ALL RUNNING AWAY? 

1 ~ WE'RE SAFE! 


IS 
Ў. E= << 


SHE WAS AN AMORAL 
DEMON, BUT SHE WAS 
STILL MY... 


е 
MINUTES ALONE, 
MOTOKAZU. 


o 
== 


YOU ACTED VERY BRAVELY. b 
YOUR FATHER WOULD HANE. BEEN 
VERY PROUD OF YOU. 4 


HER 


Е 
СРЕ ЕТО 
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= 
ау Ж УУС 


IT'S NOT 


I'LL GET OUT, 
BROKEN. IT LOOKS 
LIKE DUCK (5 WITH 


вит 
TOMOE, I'M NOT READY 
TO DIE... 


ss NOT 

WHILE 
YOU'RE. STILL 

ALIVE. 
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RS 


МЕЕ! SNIFF SE VI 
C/C FOR THE 
LAMPS/ 


11 
707192 
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И И 
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NEXT TIME 1 
I'LL SLAY HER 
OUTRIGHT. 


ЕН? TH, 
Beart ет 
FELT 


7 WHO KNOWS 
HOW ÓN IT 
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TET] 
1 у, 
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TH 5 
RIGHT-- KEEP 
YOUR DISTANCE, 
i y 
VERMIN/ 


BUT IE. THO 
TOKAGE ARE HERE, 
THERE MUST. BEA 


===== aab ан 
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HE DENIES 


LORD SANADA 
MINING IN OUR 


SENT WORD THAT NORIKO 
WAS DISCHARGED 
FROM HIS SERVICE 
MONTHS део. 


ПІ Ў инат 


— < 2222А 
LE 
52. 


#5 
You YOURSELF 
TESTIFIED, NORIKO'S 
WERE. NOT WEARING 


4 PEE AR ინი Ann 
М TO LORD TSL 


т. АМ AFRAID THAT N 
ОЕ EMOTION, LADY | | LORD HORIKAWA IS 
TOMOE. L AM SURE RIGHT. WE CANNOT 
LORD NORIVUKI WILL ACCUSE WITHOUT 
AGREE WITH ME. THAT PROOF. 
THIS MATTER IS 
CLOSED. 


YOU ACT OUT 


FROM_SUCH AN 
OPERATION 7 


NOW WE MUST DEAL 
E CC 


CL, А PAGE. BEE 
RR TON, 
MOTOKAZU, 


MOT то MENTION 
BECAUSE CC 


Nemee USAGI NOR + KNOWS OF THE SOLD | 
სადაფის 8C THE MOTHER CC 


ум 
` MOUNTAINS. 


p? 


т. CANNOT вит І CANNOT 
FORSNE YOUR ACTIONS, VERLOOK THAT ҮҮ 
MOTOKAZU. SEIBO- 

А WILL THE е Е 
15 NAME OFF CLAN. SEIBO-SENSE/, 
THE ROSTER OF YOU WILL ADD MOTOKAZLIS 
PAGES. МАМЕ. ТО THE LIST OF 
GEISHU SAMURAI. 


WITH THE HELP 


OF MY EELLOW SAMURA/, 
OF COURSE. 
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USAGI? 


USAGI YOJIMBO 
Story Notes 


(29 


І first heard of the Japanese gromwell in a televi- 


sion documentary about the mountains of Japan. 
The shrub grows in the presence of gold, and there 
is a speck of gold in its berries as well as fine gold 
powder in its leaves. There are two other native 
Japanese plants that share the same properties— 
the spicebrush and the Japanese beech. The roots 
of these plants absorb gold from underground wa- 
ter and then distribute the metal throughout their 
systems to their leaves. 


A January 25, 1993, article in the American Metal 
Market reported that the Metal Mining Industry 
Association of Japan, an affiliate of the trade 
ministry, had been studying the gold content in 
plants that grew above twelve mines. This project 
began in 1987. Studying these plants would be 
much more cost-effective than random drilling. 


СЭ” 


The Mother of Mountains was first conceived as а 
minor story arc, but as I worked with Noriko, she 
gradually came to life with a definite personality 
and tragic backstory. The story changed from an 
events-driven story to one that is character-driven. 
Subplots were thrown in with Motokazu, Lord 
Horikawa, and the suggestion of Tomoe's marriage. 


175 


The role of the woman in the samurai class was 
just as strict and regulated as that of the man. In 
earliest times, there are records of women leading 
men into battle: Empress Jingu led the invasion of 


Korea while pregnant. However, by Usagi's time, 
women of the military class did not go into battle 
but were submissive to their husbands or fathers 
and usually oversaw the samurai household. They 
were still expected to be proficient with weapons 
such as the yari (straight spear) and naginata 
(curved spear). One of these hung over the door in 
every samurai home. They carried а kaiken (short 
dagger), which would be used for defense or (0 
commit seppuku (ritualized suicide). 


Tomoe Ame was inspired by Tomoe Gozen, 
consort of Kiso Yoshinaka during the Gempei War. 
She helped lead the Minamoto forces, even killing 
several of the enemy in single combat. At the 
Battle of Azazu-no-Hara, she was almost captured 
by Uchida Iyeyoshi. He had seized and ripped a 
part of her sleeve. Angered, she attacked him, cut 
off his head, and later presented it to her husband. 


Зе. 


(925, 


GALLERY 


The following pages feature Stan Sakai's cover art from issues eighty-three through eighty-nine of Dark Horse's 
Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three series. 
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ВІОСВАРНУ 


Stan Sakai 


Stan Sakai at Mont Saint-Michel in France, 2006. Photo by Stéphane “Fanfan” Heude. 


Stan Sakai was born in Kyoto, Japan, grew up in Hawaii, and now lives іп California 
with his wife, Sharon, and two children, Hannah and Matthew. He received a Fine 
Arts degree from the University of Hawaii and furthered his studies at Art Center 
College of Design in Pasadena, California. 


His creation, Usagi Yojimbo, first appeared in comics in 1984. Since then, Usagi 
has been on television as a guest of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and has 
been made into toys, seen on clothing, and featured in a series of graphic novel 
collections. 


In 1991, Stan created Space Usagi, a series dealing with samurai in a futuristic 
setting, featuring the adventures of a descendant of the original Usagi. 


Stan is also an award-winning letterer for his work on Sergio Aragonés's Groo, the 
“Spider-Man” Sunday newspaper strips, and Usagi Yojimbo. 


Stan is the recipient of a Parents’ Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an American 
Library Association Award, a Harvey Award, four Spanish Haxtur Awards, and 
several Eisner Awards. In 2003 he received the prestigious National Cartoonists 
Society Award in the Comic Book Division. 


USAGI YOJIMBO B 


Books by Stan Sakai 


From Dark Horse Comics 
DarkHorse.com 


BOOK 8: SHADES OF DEATH 

Воок 9: DAISHO 

Book 10: THE BRINK OF LIFE AND DEATH 
BOOK 11: SEASONS 

BOOK 12: GRASSCUTTER 

Воок 13: GREY SHADOWS 

Воок 14: DEMON MASK 

Book 15: GRASSCUTTER II — JOURNEY TO ATSUTA SHRINE 
Воок 16: THE SHROUDED MOON 

Book 17: DUEL AT KITANOJI 

Book 18: TRAVELS WITH JOTARO 

BOOK 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

Book 20: GLIMPSES OF DEATH 

Book 21: ТНЕ MOTHER OF MOUNTAINS 
Book 22: ТОМОЕ 5 STORY 

Book 23: BRIDGE OF TEARS 

Book 24: RETURN OF THE BLACK SOUL 
Book 25: Fox HUNT 

SPACE USAGI 

USAGI YOJIMBO: YOKAI 


From Fantagraphics Books 
fantagraphics.com 


Book 1: THE RONIN 

Book 2: SAMURAI 

Book 3: THE WANDERER'S ROAD 

Book 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Book 5: LONE GOAT AND KID 

BOOK 6: CIRCLES 

Воок 7: GEN'S STORY 


GRAPHIC NOVEL /ADVENTURE 


The discovery of gold ignites a 
struggle of striking proportions as a 
power-mad tyrant's lust for wealth 
threatens to destroy not only Usagi 
Yojimbo and his companion Tomoe 
but an entire innocent village! 


Y f m 
ОЈ | М BO When plague strikes a bordertown in 


the mountains of the Geishu Prov- 
Тн Е М ОТНЕК ince, Lord Noriyuki sends his loyal 

ре. Us y y: 
ОЕ М OUNTAINS bodyguard Tomoe to investigate. 
Once there, she and her retinue dis- 
ლეი cover a truth far more terrible. Only 
the rabbit ronin Usagi might extri- 
cate his friend from her perilous 


А MASTERFU L ргедісатепі--ехсері that he's land- 
ADAPTATION ОЕ SAMURAI LEGEND ed in the same one himself! Usagi 
and Tomoe must use every ounce of 

TO S EQUENTIAL A ЕТ skill and wit if they аге to survive The 


Mother of Mountains, a grand adven- 
ture by internationally celebrated 
storyteller Stan Sakai! 


Stan Sakai is the recipient of a Parents" 
Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an 
American Library Association Award, 
a Harvey Award, four Spanish Haxtur 
Awards, and several Eisner Awards. 
In 2003 he received the prestigious 
National Cartoonists Society Award in 
the Comic Book Division. 
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